
REMEMBER! 
2 TIMOTHY CH1:3-7 

 
ILLUSTRATION  
“We must be global Christians with a global vision because our God is a 
global God” John Stott.  Join us this week as we gather to pray!   
 
Remember we talked about the “context” meaning the circumstances that 
formed the setting, where we ask the “What, Who, Where, Why, When and 
How.”  In order to help us, we will continue to go over every week the 
following:  
 
The key to understanding 2 Timothy lies in recognizing Paul’s altered 
circumstances.  He is no longer free to pursue his task of proclaiming the 
gospel to the gentiles.  Arrested (probably in Troas Ch4:13) and now a 
prisoner in Rome (Ch1:16-17; 2;9).  Having already undergone a 
preliminary hearing (Ch4:16-18) and awaiting his final trial, from which he 
has little hope of anything except death (Ch4:6-8).  Some have ministered 
to his needs (Ch1:16-18), others have gone out on ministries (Ch4:10,12) 
and at least one has abandoned him (Ch4:10).  Meanwhile the situation in 
Ephesus has worsened with some deserting the gospel (Ch1:15) and 
despite his previous excommunication (1 Timothy Ch1:20) of Hymenaeus, 
he is still at work overthrowing the faith of many (Ch2:17-18).  In the midst 
of these circumstances Paul sends his second letter to Timothy. 
 
Timothy meanwhile is facing pressures from within the church Ch1:8 – 
distance and shame of the Gospel and its servants, Ch1:15 – desertion, 
Ch2:17-18 - wandering from the truth, Ch3:8 – men who are opposing the 
truth. 
 
Running alongside this, Timothy is facing pressures from outside the 
church – Ch3:11-12 + Ch4:14-15 in the form of persecution. 
 
It is these circumstances that form the setting for Timothy, and because of 
these circumstances, he may not complete what God has asked him to do! 
 
REMEMBER CHRISTIAN FAMILY!  v3+v5 
As Paul communicates to Timothy something of his remembrance of him 
(v4) he chooses to bring in his own forefathers or ancestors – literally – the 
God of my forefathers, relating to the long succession of Christian servants 
of the Gospel, think Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph, David, and Solomon.  
Paul wants Timothy to see that line of succession, as Paul's life on earth is 
drawing to an end, Paul stands in a long line of servants of Christ! 



In verse 5, Paul shows Timothy his line of succession – Lois his 
grandmother, Eunice his mother and Timothy!  What it is to be brought up 
in a Christian household!  “Today also anyone who has been born and 
bred in a Christian home has received from God a blessing beyond 
price” (Cited in The Message of 2 Timothy, John Stott, pg28).  
 
REMEMBER CHRISTIAN FRIENDS!  v4 
The Reverent John Stott  (died – 27.7.2011) became a Christian in 
February 1938 when Eric Nash (known as Bash) came to evangelise, Stott 
said of him “I thank God for the man who led me to Christ and for the 
extraordinary devotion with which he nurtured me in the early years 
of my Christian life.  He wrote to me every week for, I think, seven 
years.  He also prayed for me every day.  I believe he still does.  I can 
only begin to guess what I owe, under God, to such a faithful friend 
and Pastor” (Cited in The Message of 2 Timothy, John Stott, pg29). 
 
As a Christian, you are never alone, there will always be a Christian 
friend to pray, to support, to help! 
 
Paul recalls Timothy's tears the last time that they saw each other as they 
parted company, and Paul longs to see him.  This longing is a kind of 
homesick yearning, the kind that hits you when you are away from your 
family and loved ones!  Those who have been to Nepal, remember what 
its like as the time is getting on and as nice as it is in Nepal, you just can't 
wait to return home!  Its like that for Paul!  
 
Only as we are cleansed by the Gospel from all unselfishness, can we 
love as God intended or love function properly in relation to the first and 
second commandment!  Paul was cleansed by the Gospel, which enabled 
him to love in accordance to how God wants us to love!  It is possible 
through the grace of God, to love in an unselfish way! 
 
REMEMBER CHRISTIAN FANNING! INTO FLAME  v6-7 
“His mother and grandmother could teach him out of the Scripture (2 
Tim Ch3:15) and lead him towards conversion.  Paul could actually 
bring him to Christ (2 Tim Ch1:2), befriend him, pray for him, write to 
him, train and exhort him.  And God could give him a special gift at 
his ordination.  But still Timothy must himself stir up the divine gift 
within him.  He must add his own self discipline to God's gifts.  We 
are no different.  However much we may have received from God 
…........... we must still apply ourselves …..........”  (Cited in The 
Message of 2 Timothy, John Stott, pg31-32). 
 



Keep that fire alive, even ablaze!  Cowardliness has nothing to do with 
Christianity! 
 
We have to think through how to stir the gifts that God has given us for the 
Church and a dying world! 
 
APPLICATION 
What are the circumstances that form your setting? 
What are the pressures you are facing? 
Is there a danger that you may not complete what God is asking you to 
complete?  
Who was involved in you becoming saved? 
What are your gifts? 
How are you fanning those gifts? 


