
 

 

THE THOROUGHLY EQUIPPED LEADER! 
2 TIMOTHY CH3:1-9 (Part 1) 

 
“We must be global Christians with a global vision because our God is a global 
God” John Stott.     
 
Remember we talked about the “context” meaning the circumstances that formed the 
setting, where we ask the “What, Who, Where, Why, When and How.”  In order to help 
us, we will continue to go over every week the following:  
 
The key to understanding 2 Timothy lies in recognizing Paul’s altered circumstances.  
He is no longer free to pursue his task of proclaiming the gospel to the gentiles.  
Arrested (probably in Troas Ch4:13) and now a prisoner in Rome (Ch1:16-17; 2;9).  
Having already undergone a preliminary hearing (Ch4:16-18) and awaiting his final 
trial, from which he has little hope of anything except death (Ch4:6-8).  Some have 
ministered to his needs (Ch1:16-18), others have gone out on ministries (Ch4:10,12) 
and at least one has abandoned him (Ch4:10).  Meanwhile the situation in Ephesus 
has worsened with some deserting the gospel (Ch1:15) and despite his previous 
excommunication (1 Timothy Ch1:20) of Hymenaeus, he is still at work overthrowing 
the faith of many (Ch2:17-18).  In the midst of these circumstances Paul sends his 
second letter to Timothy. 
 
Timothy meanwhile is facing pressures from within the church Ch1:8 – distance and 
shame of the Gospel and its servants, Ch1:15 – desertion, Ch2:17-18 - wandering from 
the truth, Ch3:8 – men who are opposing the truth.   
 
Running alongside this, Timothy is facing pressures from outside the church – Ch3:11-
12 + Ch4:14-15 in the form of persecution.  It is these circumstances that form the 
setting for Timothy, and because of these circumstances, he may not complete what 
God has asked him to do (Ch4:5)! 
 
ILLUSTRATION 
Preparing for a winter's days walk in the snow!  What do you do?  How do you 
prepare? 
 

• Clothing 

• Gloves 

• Scarf 

• Footwear 

• Coat 

• Hat 

• Duck training 

• Alert to snowballers 

• Hot drink on return 

• Warm bath 

• Warm house 

• Change of clothing 
 



 

 

THE END TIMES!  V1 
The “Last Days” that Paul speaks of here, are also mentioned by Jesus in Matthew 
Ch24:21-31, which intensified with Christ's resurrection in Acts Ch2:17 and are stated 
by the writer of the Book of Hebrews In chapter 1:1-2.   
 
According to Christopher Green “The people who devised our calendar were right to 
distinguish between BC (Before Christ, God's King), and AD, (Anno Domini, the Year of 
the Lord).  The end of the world began when Jesus was raised from the dead.  It was 
the first day of the Last Days.  The day when we shall be raised from the dead will be 
the last day of the Last days.  So in between the first day of the Last days and the 
last day of the Last Days lies where we are today: the Last days”  (Cited in Finishing 
the Race, pg 108). 
Got it? 
 
Paul starts off this part of the letter, by making Timothy aware that there will be terrible 
times, taking away the element of surprise and describing “what makes terrible times”. 
 
An implication of thoroughly understanding “the last days” is to be part of a Church 
that carries out  all the things that Jesus told us to do while we wait His return.  We 
should be involved in Churches that are teaching and evangelising with a global 
perspective!  Think local, national and international mission! 
 
THE ENVIRONMENT!  V2-5 
Timothy has been called to teach and preach God's Word (1st Timothy Ch4:13-16), but 
probably doesn't understand enough about the environment that he is living and 
preaching in! 
 
WHAT MAKES TIMES SO TERRIBLE? 
Look at verses 1-5 and see if you can see any reoccurring phrases 
 
V2 - PEOPLE WILL BE LOVERS OF THEMSELVES 
 
V2 – LOVERS OF MONEY 
 
V3 – NOT LOVERS OF THE GOOD 
 
V4 - LOVERS OF PLEASURE 
 
V4 – RATHER THAN LOVERS OF GOD 
 
Paul compiles a list of characteristics, 19 in total (I think), that will be clearly evident in 
the people living in the “Last Days.”  Characteristics of the evil doers whose presence 
bears out the “terrible times.” 
 
V5 – The outward expression, but denying it's power!  Caught up in religion, talking the 
talk but not walking the walk, heavily involved in so called religious practices, but 
without love.  They are not saved! 
 
Paul personally instructs Timothy to have nothing to do with them v5!  
 



 

 

THE ENEMY!  V6-9 
What makes these leaders bad examples?  There is no love for the Lord (Matthew 
Ch22:37-38) or for their neighbour (Matthew Ch22:39-40)!  These thoroughly 
unequipped false leaders are predators, who are predatorial!  They hunt out 
vulnerable unsaved women, who are loaded down with sins and who never 
receive the truth, the Gospel!  
 
V6 – THEY GAIN CONTROL OVER WEAK WILLED WOMEN 
 
V8 – THEY OPPOSE THE TRUTH (EXODUS CH7:10-13) 
 
V8 – DISQUALIFIED REGARDING THE TRUTH 
 
V13 – IMPOSTORS GOING FROM BAD TO WORSE 
 
In the last days this is how the environment will be characterised. (Romans Ch1:29-32; 
1st Corinthians Ch6:9-10; Galatians Ch5:19-29; 1st Timothy Ch1:9-10) with the 
presence of false teachers, or thoroughly unequipped false leaders!  
 
APPLICATION 
A thoroughly equipped leader needs to know: 
 
V 1 – the end times!  
 
V 1-5 – the environment! 
 
V 6-9 – the enemy! 
 
V 10 – 13 - the example! 
 
V 14 – 17 - the essentials! 
 
What a Church really loves, will depend on whether it falls during the “terrible times” of 
the Last Days! 
 
What difference should it make that we know we live in the “Last days?” 
 
Do you think we live in what Paul says are “terrible times?” 
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