
 

 

PRESENT ENDURANCE AND ETERNAL GLORY! 
2 TIMOTHY CH2:8-13 

 
ILLUSTRATION  
“We must be global Christians with a global vision because our God is a global God” 
John Stott.     
 
Remember we talked about the “context” meaning the circumstances that formed the 
setting, where we ask the “What, Who, Where, Why, When and How.”  In order to help 
us, we will continue to go over every week the following:  
 
The key to understanding 2 Timothy lies in recognizing Paul’s altered circumstances.  
He is no longer free to pursue his task of proclaiming the gospel to the gentiles.  
Arrested (probably in Troas Ch4:13) and now a prisoner in Rome (Ch1:16-17; 2;9).  
Having already undergone a preliminary hearing (Ch4:16-18) and awaiting his final 
trial, from which he has little hope of anything except death (Ch4:6-8).  Some have 
ministered to his needs (Ch1:16-18), others have gone out on ministries (Ch4:10,12) 
and at least one has abandoned him (Ch4:10).  Meanwhile the situation in Ephesus 
has worsened with some deserting the gospel (Ch1:15) and despite his previous 
excommunication (1 Timothy Ch1:20) of Hymenaeus, he is still at work overthrowing 
the faith of many (Ch2:17-18).  In the midst of these circumstances Paul sends his 
second letter to Timothy. 
 
Timothy meanwhile is facing pressures from within the church Ch1:8 – distance and 
shame of the Gospel and its servants, Ch1:15 – desertion, Ch2:17-18 - wandering from 
the truth, Ch3:8 – men who are opposing the truth.   
 
Running alongside this, Timothy is facing pressures from outside the church – Ch3:11-
12 + Ch4:14-15 in the form of persecution.  It is these circumstances that form the 
setting for Timothy, and because of these circumstances, he may not complete what 
God has asked him to do (Ch4:5)! 
 
REMEMBER MY GOSPEL!  V8+V9 
Why does Paul say “Remember Jesus Christ” to Timothy?  Doesn't Timothy know 
Christ?  So why is Paul appealing to Timothy to remember Jesus Christ?  What are 
some of the things that can cause forgetfulness? 

• Being a man! 

• Age! 

• Distracted! 

• Rushing! 

• Pressure! 
 
Let's think afresh the pressures that Timothy is facing: 

• Paul, arrested (probably in Troas Ch4:13) and now a prisoner in Rome (Ch1:16-
17; 2;9).  Having already undergone a preliminary hearing (Ch4:16-18) and 
awaiting his final trial. 

• From which he has little hope of anything except death (Ch4:6-8). Some have 
ministered to his needs (Ch1:16-18), others have gone out on ministries 
(Ch4:10,12) and at least one has abandoned him (Ch4:10). 



 

 

• Timothy meanwhile is facing pressures from within the church Ch1:8 – distance 
and shame of the Gospel and its servants, Ch1:15 – desertion, Ch2:17-18 - 
wandering from the truth, Ch3:8 – men who are opposing the truth.   

• Running alongside this, Timothy is facing pressures from outside the church – 
Ch3:11-12 + Ch4:14-15 in the form of persecution.  It is these circumstances 
that form the setting for Timothy, and because of these circumstances, he may 
not complete what God has asked him to do (Ch4:5)! 

 
Pressures in life can easily cause us to forget Jesus Christ and His own 
humanity and His own suffering! 
 
And why here use the Lord's name this way - “Jesus Christ” but throughout the letter 
on 12 occasions, Paul uses the his name “Christ Jesus” Ch1:1 x2, v2, v9, v10, v13, 
Ch2:1, v3, v10, Ch3:12, v15 and Ch4:1? 
 
The reversal of the Lord's name here, could be because Paul places emphasis on the 
humanity of Jesus!  His humanness and His suffering!  Pressures in life can easily 
cause us to forget Jesus Christ and His own humanity and His own suffering!   
 
When we are faced with earthly daily life pressures, being squeezed, uncertain about 
so many things, we can easily forget our Lord's own humanity, His suffering, His death, 
His resurrection!  And in doing so “lose sight of the imperative big picture of life” that we 
need to live in, daily!  There is something about remembering the humanity of our Lord, 
that can help.  Along with the fact that He is the promised “Royal King”, through the line 
of King David, because God keeps His Word! 
 
Paul refers to the Gospel as “my Gospel”, used only here and in Romans Ch16:25, it is 
the essence of the Gospel, that he is reminding Timothy of, appealing to him, not to 
forget under pressure, but remember! 
 
It is Paul's work “in the gospel” that has directly caused him to be in chains!  This 
phrase “chained like a criminal” is the exact same phrase used only in the Gospel of 
Luke Ch23:32+39 referring to the criminals being crucified with Jesus!  Paul's 
identification with Jesus and the cross lies in his imprisonment! 
 
Paul contrasts his imprisonment (chains) to God's Word that cannot be imprisoned 
(chained)!  The imprisonment of God's ministers cannot imprison the Word of God nor 
prevent it's spread! 
 
REMEMBER MY REASON!  V10 
In light of “my gospel” Paul says that he is willing to endure, suffer pain, patiently, for 
one reason alone! 
 
For the sake of the Christians, who are currently not yet Christians, as they are yet to 
have heard the glorious Gospel!  They are God's chosen rescued, redeemed, precious 
Saints, chosen before the “beginning of time” (Ch1:9), that are waiting, and don't even 
know that they are waiting, to hear the good news through ministers of the gospel.  
This is the reason that Paul is willing to endure!, for the sake of the elect!    
 



 

 

The word “Endure”, suffering pain, patiently appears in v3, v10, and in v12 and is what 
the three metaphors are really about in verses 3-6, namely the soldier, athlete and 
farmer who have to endure!  Paul wants Timothy to see as he is called to remember 
Jesus Christ and His enduring and now Paul's enduring suffering, as Timothy will also 
as a faithful, hard-working minister, also learn to endure, suffer pain, patiently!  
 
In doing so “Eternal Glory” awaits the present endurance!  Think about that! 
 
REMEMBER MY SAYINGS WORTHY OF TRUST!  V11-V13 
As people from the United Kingdom, we have certain sayings, which we believe and 
put our trust in, and evidence of that trust in the sayings is seen in our frequent 
reference to them and use of them!  Here are just some:  I'll give you a bell! Horses 
for courses!  Totally chuffed!  Bagsy!  Having a chin wag!  Any joy!  Like chalk 
and cheese!  Spanner in the works!  Pulled a blinder!  He waffled on!  Taking the 
mickey!  And full of beans! 
 
So you may well live in a country that has “English” as it's first language, but would not 
be able to trust the above sayings!  Because you've never heard of them!  Let's make 
sure we understand what Paul is saying!  Throughout the Books of 1st + 2nd Timothy 
and Titus, known as the Pastoral Epistles because they are written by Paul to Pastors, 
he uses 5 “Trustworthy” sayings, 1st Timothy Ch1:15, 3:1, 4:9 2nd Timothy Ch2:11, and 
Titus Ch3:8.  
 
Death – If as Christians we are willing to die to ourselves, we will live with Christ! 
Endure – If we learn to suffer pain patiently, we will reign with Christ in eternal glory 
(string and tape illustration)! 
Disown – In the sense of never yielding to Christ's precious gift of salvation, Christ will 
disown (Mark Ch8:38)! 
Faithless – In the sense of stumbling, failing, sinning, but not not believing, Christ 
remains faithful to His own! 
 
Paul wants his readers to stop, think, and trust these trustworthy sayings, concerning 
death, endurance, disowning and faithfulness!  Four simple points all starting with “If”, 
each point balanced, except the last one which has a double ending. 
 
APPLICATION! 
What aspects of Jesus' life and ministry are you most tempted to forget? 
How can you make sure that you remember Jesus' humanity, suffering and death? 
How can you make sure you remember Jesus' glory and eternal reign? 
Pray for Christians in a country where you know it is hard to be a believer.  Pray that 
they will trust that God's word is not chained! 
 
 
 


