
 

During year 5, similar to 2013, around 31 people 
involving 11 families chose to depart from the Mis-
sion Church. 
 
We want to give GOD thanks for all the people 
who have been part of what GOD has been doing 
in and through the Mission Church and we pray 
that GOD will continue to show them grace. 
 
The Lord has really helped the Leaders work 
through the above departures when they were in-
vited to a seminar “Departures, desertions and 
church leadership”, when the following three points 
were made: 
 
 We will waste our departures if we don’t think 

them ordained by GOD. 
 We  will waste our departures if we think us 

right rather than being faithful 
 We will waste our departures if we fall prey to 

the captivity of closure 
 
 
John Ch15:12-13 
My command is this: Love each other as I have 
loved you. Greater love has no-one than this, that 
he lay down his life for his friends. 

 



We continue to meet as a church on Sunday Morn-
ings at The Memorial Hall.  Ian leads a time for the 
children with action songs and a short talk leading to 
prayer.  After a time of worship the children head out 
to JUICE before Mark brings The Word and we then 
have Communion.  We have tea and coffee before 
and after the service to give us all a time for fellow-
ship.  We love our Sunday Mornings and really feel it 
is a time that God Blesses us as a church. 

Statistics will show that 95% of church plants in Europe 
close within the first 5 years of beginning and that in Ameri-
ca it is around 90%.  We praise The Lord that He has kept 
us going from August 2011!!  Five years and we are still 
here.  God has sustained us through His grace and by His 
Word.  We continue to meet on a Sunday morning and 
minister to the local area.  This leaflet is a collection of sto-
ries of what God has done and the things we have got up 
to, we hope you enjoy!! 

As part of our ongoing commitment to Safeguarding at 
The Mission, we held a day on the 11th June where 
CCPAS delivered their Facing the Unthinkable Training.  
Not only was the training attended by people from the 
Church but around 30 others from churches around the 
area some coming from as far as Plymouth!!   
 
While the adults were attending the training the children 
of those from the Mission had the opportunity to go to 
Swansea Community Farm in Fforestfach and help with 
the day to day running of the farm. 



In April 2016 Mark and Ian were 
given the opportunity to  travel 
to Italy to be a part of the Annu-
al Acts 29 Europe Conference: 
Resolved.  As well as teaching 
from Matt Chandler and Steve 
Timmis on Galatians they spent 
time with church planters from all over Europe 
especially a group from Hill City Church in The 
Rhondda.  They had a good 3 days even though 
their luggage was only with them for 2!! 

The theme of this year’s EMA was Leaders Who Last 
looking at perseverance, both of The Lord with us and 
us in our lives especially in ministry.  Mark, Ian and 
Steve attended with Steve Dyer for the three days in 
London.  Simon Manchester and Don Carson were 
the main teachers through the week.  This is an excel-
lent resource for our leaders who enjoy every year. 

Our children’s ministry 
takes place on a Sunday 
morning as part of our 
Sunday service.  We cur-
rently have four teams of 
three leaders teaching.  
We have three age 
groups, Crèche for 0-3s, 
Infants for 4-7s, and Jun-
iors for 8-11s.  This year 
the Infants have been working through stories 
from the New Testament and the Juniors have 
learnt about the providence of God. 

Our Sundays With A Great God group meets every 
Sunday at Ian and 
Dawn’s house from 6-7.  
This year we have seen 
our numbers drop to 
three, but as the year 
reached it’s end we saw a 
new member come along 
and join us.  It has been a 
varied year as we have 
gone through the book of 
John and started 1 Peter, we have seen visits to the 
houses of members of the congregation as well as a 
visit to the Youth Group at  Lifewell Church. 



What an amazing year we have 
had at Beginnings!!  In our sec-
ond year God has continued to 
bless us as we seek to serve the 
local community.  We run every 
Monday and Thursday from 

9:30—
11:45am for parents, carers, 
grandparents to bring their 0-4 
year olds.  We have a baby area, 
soft play area, reading corner, a 
craft table and have a healthy 
snack and a Bible story.  This year 
God enabled us to get £465 from 
the SCVS Under 8’s grant which 

we used to build our reading corner and fund our bouncy 
castle!!  The team of Ian, Kelly and Joanne were joined 
this year by Dawn, Kieran, Les, Jacqui, and also Elisha 
and Dylan when they finished their GCSE’s.   

It has been a rocky year for the Swans, but the Mission 
Church has stuck with them throughout!!  We have an 
adult and child season ticket that we use to bless Chris-
tians that we are linked with and to build links with non-
Christians that we know.  This year we have seen many 
different people come along with us including, Dean from 
The Good Book Company, Steve and Jamie from Oasis 
Church, Dave from The Mission in Cwmtwrch, teachers 
from Morriston Comprehensive plus many more. 

Our ladies have had a great 
year when it comes to spending 
time together.  Whether it was 
walks, curry nights or breakfast 
the women of the Mission 
Church have had some great 
times of fellowship as they get to 
know each other more. 

At The Mission we weren’t just celebrating the Queen’s 
90th Birthday during 2016.  Elsie Davies reached the 
same milestone in March and we were privileged to cele-
brate with her as well as Elsie and Dawn attending a cele-
bration at The Orangery In Margam with The Lord Lieuten-
ant of Glamorgan. 



The Mission Church has continued to be a part of 
Prison Ministry both in Wales and further afield dur-
ing it’s fifth year.  Mark and Steve have travelled up 
to Usk most Thursdays occasionally in a pair mainly 
as an individual to lead a bible study there as well as 
leading the Christianity Explored Course in HMP 
Swansea.  As part of his work as Christianity Ex-
plored Prison Ministry Director Steve has once again 
worked with Prison Fellowship International training 

the volunteers who will 
take the Prisoners Jour-
ney Course to the local 
prisons.  In the first half of 
2016 Steve travelled to 
Portugal, Honduras, To-
go, Zambia, Kenya, 
Burkina Faso, Swaziland, 

Albania and Malta to train the volunteers. 

Family Services are a great way 
for us to reach our friends and 
family and the local community.  
We have seen people come to the 
services from Beginnings and con-
nections that we have outside of 
church.  Ian has been taking us 
through the stories of Moses as 
well as the usual seasonal services at Christmas and 
Easter. 

In November 2015 a group of men from the church began 
to play football every other week at the local leisure cen-
tre alongside their sons.  We would usually have between 
8-14 come along to play for an hour.  A great time was 
had by all as the youngsters gave the older ones the run-
around while they oldies used their experience to keep 
the youngsters moving!! 

The Church has continued to 
support the work of Swansea 
Hope throughout the city.  
This year saw Mark invited to 
join the team that co-ordinate 
the group as well as a group 
from the church assist with 
the Carols at the Liberty 
event. 

Year 5 saw us continue to support our chosen charity 
ROPE,  This year we raised £1184.33 for El Salvador as 
well as continuing to give to the Eye Clinics in Kenya and 
Dolpa Hope House in Nepal which was particularly hard hit 
by the Earthquake. 



We have had four Connect groups running throughout 
year 5.  Mondays at Ian and Dawn’s, Wednesdays at Mark 
and Mary’s, along with the Senior Connect every other 
Wednesday, and the Family Connect Group on a Thurs-
day.  We continue to use these to connect with each other, 
pray for each other, minister to each other and go through 
the sermon.  The Family connect 
has a time of games, food to-
gether and a bible story and the 
children (and parents!) really en-
joy our time together!! 

As a church we feel that Disciple-
ship is really important and that we 
can be effectively sanctified 
through working closely with others 
and being accountable.  There 
have been different groups meeting 
throughout the year normally be-
tween 2-4 men or women in a 
group going through different mate-
rial. 

The Mission Church has sup-
ported our local Comprehensive 
for the whole of Year 5.  Ian goes 
into the school on a weekly basis 
for the whole day.  IGNITE is a 
mentoring group involving stu-
dents from year 9 who the 
school have asked him to work 
with.  He also has taken the 
Christian Union through a Chris-
tianity Explored course and the 
Wayne Grudem book Christian Beliefs.  Ian also has 
been invited to take assemblies as well as parents 
evenings and school year 6 transition days. 

The Lord has enabled the people of the Mission Church 
to give generously of their time, talents, and treasures in 
our 5th year.  We have been able to regularly support 
Swansea Hope, Sports Chaplaincy in Wales, a local 
Pastor and ROPE as well as donations to a local church. 


